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as the Socialists called them—was therefore to the simple-minded
soldier no different from a Social Democratic agitator. Meissner,
equally in the plot, deprecated undue indignation but felt bound
to admit that the decree went too far. It was returned with a
demand for modification. The cabinet discussed the situation;
it was divided, but eventually it was agreed that the proposed
changes destroyed not only the value of the decree but work that
had already been done. The chancellor asked for an interview
with the President.
The tales of it, as always, vary. One account says it was "icy
cold" on both sides, for the plot had been revealed to Bruening
and the interview, as far as he was concerned, was only to obtain
formal proof of it;* another version says that it was "heated in
the extreme/' The old marshal who was unable to stand pro-
longed interviews had two short ones with his chancellor, the
chancellor whom he is alleged to have described as "my chancellor,
the best since Bismarck"; the comparison is not convincing, but
it is certain that no president could have had a more loyal chan-
cellor. The first interview was a repetition of the scene with
Meissner, with Bruening spiritedly defending his policy. At the
second, the President said that since the first interview he had
come to feel that the best solution would be for Bruening to
give up the chancellorship—he actually quoted the perfectly
false parallel of Stresemann in 1923—and so the responsibility
for this sort of policy, but for him to stay on in a cabinet as
foreign minister under a presidential nominee, a post which in
his impaired health was more than sufficient to take up all his
time and energy. Angrily replying, "I too have a name and an
honour," the chancellor left the presence. The melodrama does
not seem quite to fit in with a man in whom solemn seriousness
was tempered with a sense of humour, although all his subsequent
action proves that he was so deeply moved that melodrama was
possible. But the rest of the story has an authentic ring. Once
again one wonders whom precisely the old marshal quoted; the
man who primed him had at least an uncanny insight into the
* On May 3 the minister for economics had resigned: his inclusion in the
next cabinet makes his connection with the "presidential party" plain,

